This is the second edition of the original which was is a shame that these were not also replaced.
anatomy of the eye is illustrated with line diagrams which are simple but easy to understand.
The second chapter takes the reader on a step-by step approach to successful clinical examination of ocular signs by both specialist and non-specialist clinicians using simple diagnostic tools such as a torch and direct ophthalmoscope. In the subsequent chapters, these signs are now illustrated in colour, which makes is marked improvement on the previous edition where they were in black and white. In addition, arrows have been superimposed onto the colour slides to point out subtle signs such as collateral vessels at the disc and small dendritic ulcers. Short but succinct text set alongside the illustrations throughout the book provides a thor ough outline of ocular disorders commonly encoun tered in ophthalmic clinics. The final part of the book gives an overview of the diagnostic tests, operations and optical aids, providing an extremely useful and rapid reference for medical students and non ophthalmic clinicians who are unsure of the ophthal mic jargon. There is also a chapter on ocular pharmacology which gives succinct information on uses of drugs and their side-effects. This is useful to clinicians and general practitioners who prescribe topical medications on an infrequent basis.
Overall this is an excellent ophthalmic text for both medical students and general practitioners, is a shame that these were not also replaced.
In summary this is a concise, well illustrated and practical guide which is easy to read (in a couple of evenings) and will give the junior ophthalmologist a One's first impression upon flicking through the pages is that this is likely to be a very useful book for the target audience. However, on careful examina tion one sees that the quality of reproduction of many of the photographs is sub-optimal to say the least, particularly in keratoconus, corneal verticillata, pigment dispersion syndrome, Fuchs' heterochromic uveitis and pseudoexfoliation syndrome. In addition,
given the opportunity to illustrate an aspect of albinism, the production of what would appear to be a normal fluorescein is a little surprising, as is the rather youthful appearance of the 'senile' ptosis.
Unlike many of the photographs, the text is consistently of high quality, emphasising the essen tial adage 'state the obvious first' in clinical examinations.
In conclusion, the book should provide a good way for potential candidates to get into the right frame of mind for approaching the ophthalmic clinical section of the MRCOphth and the FRCOphth. However, no book can substitute for the development of three dimensional examination and detection techniques so necessary for the subtle physical signs that distinguish one diagnosis from its differential.
These skills must be obtained in the clinic rather than in the library.
Stephen A. Vernon
